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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 
27, 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-17 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 8, 13, and 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Reipler (US 5,944,335). 

As for claims 8 and 13, Reipler discloses a method for producing a sliding board 
in which a sliding board upper part comprising an upper shell (29) is connected to a 
sliding board lower part comprising a running sole (14), a lower web (12), and steel 
edges (15), and a core is formed by filling an interspace (16) with foamed material (20), 
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comprising the steps of attaching an element (2) with at least one guide element (5) for 
arranging a binding element by passing at least one anchoring element (4) through at 
least one opening (1 7) in the preformed upper shell, joining together the sliding board 
upper part and lower part so that the anchoring element is connected to the core when 
the foam hardens (see column 5, lines 16-30, and line 56 - column 6, lines 40). 

As for claim 16, Reipler discloses a sliding board (Fig. 8) with a running sole (14), 
an upper shell (29), a lower web (1 2), and a hardened foam core (20") with at least one 
rail-type guiding element (5) extending in the longitudinal direction of the sliding board 
(see Fig. 2) and for arranging at least one binding element on an upper side of the 
sliding board, said at least one rail-type guiding element being connected to the sliding 
board body by anchoring elements (4, 2) inserted into the rail-type guiding element and 
bearing against the rail-type guiding element (see Fig. 2), wherein the anchoring 
elements (4, 2) are integrated into said core when it is foamed, in direct contact with the 
foam, and retained by the hardened foam (see column 5, lines 16-30, and line 56 - 
column 6, lines 40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15, 17, and 2 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Reipler (US 5,944,335). 
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As for claim 15, Reipler discloses a sliding board (Fig. 8) with a running sole (14), 
an upper shell (29), a lower web (12), and a hardened foam core (20") with at least one 
rail-type guiding element (5) extending in the longitudinal direction of the sliding board 
(see Fig. 2) and for arranging at least one binding element on an upper side of the 
sliding board, said at least one rail-type guiding element being connected to the sliding 
board body at least one anchoring element (4, 2) connected to the rail-type guiding 
element (see Fig. 2), wherein the anchoring element (4, 2) is integrated into said core 
when it is foamed, in direct contact with the foam, and retained by the hardened foam 
(see column 5, lines 16-30, and line 56 - column 6, lines 40). 

Reipler does not disclose a guiding element and anchoring element that are 
formed in one piece. However, it has been held that forming in one piece an article 
which has formerly been formed in two pieces and put together involves only routine 
skill in the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to make the board disclosed by Reipler with a one-piece 
guiding element and anchoring element to obviate the need for screws or other 
additional fastening means. 

As for claim 17, Reipler discloses a method of passing an anchoring element (4) 
through an opening (17) in an upper part (26), joining an upper part and a lower part, 
and foaming a core so that the anchoring element is secured in the hardened foam. 
Reipler does not disclose an integrally formed anchoring element and guiding element, 
however, as noted above, said step would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. 
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Reipler further discloses an opening that surrounds said anchoring element 
without a gap (column 5, lines 49 - 55), an anchoring element provided with cutouts 
(26), an elongated anchoring element (see Fig. 2), additional parts (6, 7, 1 1) placed or 
pushed in association with the anchoring element for adhesion to the core material, and 
two or more anchoring elements (4) interconnected by one plate-shaped anchoring 
element (2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 12 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Claim 8 requires the step of providing said at 
least one anchoring element in a region resting on the upper shell, with a cutting edge 
running around the opening, and pressing said edge into the upper shell either during 
positioning of the anchoring element or during joining of the sliding board upper part and 
lower part. This step, in combination with the further limitations of the claim, is not 
taught by the prior art. 

Claims 9-11 and 14 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record, but not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Katy Meyer whose telephone number is (571)272-5830. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on 571-272-6914. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher P Ellis/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3618 

IK. MJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



